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J FORT r COLUNS V! — 'A i ‘‘secrel -message 
jdirecQoraccosed hit man Eugene Tafoya 
(to visit-Libyanstndent Faisal Zagallai here 
jin 198ft'daimed Iranian and Libyanstu- 
{dents 1 weresdflng heroin in order to- buy 
jguns, a defense attorney said in court 
{Thursday. 

The alleged message ■ didn’t' accuse Za- 
tgallai — the man Tafoya is charged' with 
'•attempting to murder — of drug sales;' but 
it did accuse him of making inflammatory 
/radio broadcasts to the Middle East:- --- 
' The message^revealed during opening 
statements at TafoyaV attempted murder 
trial here, is similar to information ob- 
tained by the News earlier regarding drug 
sales by Iranians tftthe Denver area. - 

A police source-told the News last year^ 
that a small group of Iranians in the Den- 
ver area were" suspected of purchasing 
guns with profits from drug safety'* - 

On Thursday," the News was told by a 
knowledgeable law enforcement source 
{that police informants claim tbeguns were*=j 
to be sold to the Palestine Liberation Orga^ 
inization. However, it isn't known whether' 
{authorities have eyewitness knowledge of 
(weapons purchases or sales..; 
j No one has been charged, and thereis no 
•'information the evidence is strong:ecough 
{to produce a criminal case. V *** 

S During opening statements at Tafoyas . 

J trial here, Walter Gerash, oneofTafoya’s=j 
! lawyers, said his client received a message-. 

< while in London ordering him to go to Forte. 

* Collins. Gerash said it read: “Fafiaf Zagat-: 

J lai making broadcasts t» Arab nations se«^ 
! verely jeopardizing tbe detente between- 1 
j Egypt and IsraeL Coalitions between Iramrwj 
{an and Libyan students trafficking* berr jj 
{ oin via Teheran for sale to purchase weap--^ 
} ons and to implement other programs" 
j Tafoya has told newsmen be thought his? 

J London orders came from jhe CIA, jfe said , 
ji he had been, ordered to t2!TBpHai to 
(“cool it,” and- that gunplay initiated by 
| Zagallai ended, in the Libyan’s shooting. .. 

j Zagallai was shot twice in the head by 1 
(Tafoya’s .22-caliber revolver about 7:30 
1 p.m. on Oct 14, 1980. : He was blinded in ; 
{one eye. 


Prosecutors believe Tafoya was on a j 
j mission for the Libyan government to kill ; 
Zagallai. Zagallai had voiced opposition to j 
the leadership of Libyan strongman Moam- j 
1 mar Khadafy.,- , . ■ . .. .. 

In his openingjtatemenL'.LatimerGouihsi 
ty District Attorney Stu Van Meveren told j 

the jury he would discredit Tafoya’s self- 
defense claim. 

Gerash, in what was for him a subdued 
opening statement, said Tafoya would have 
acted much differently if he had intended 
to kill Zagallai. Tafoya, wouldn’t have used., 
a gun traceable back to him, wouldn’t have 
. used his own credit cards at a Fort Collins 
i-motel^ wouldn't. have-rented A ; cac>iiv his- 
town name, and wouldn’t haveviet<seuerat>f 
witnesses have a clear view of him at the 

shooting scene if his purpose was to kill 
Gerash said. : 

It is a 'fcase of a soldier left wit in the 
cold, Gerash said. Gerash characterized 
Tafoya as a decorated war hero abandoned 
by his country. Gerash said he believes 
Tafoya was a small actor in a larger Unit- 
ed States government operation. He has* 
been allowed to take the blame for the 1 
? dec awns') of nhi$<5uperioft^tbeo defense'' 

^ claims. •>. 
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